
 

 

 

 

2.3 IMMIGRATION: THE NUMBERS 

HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE COMING TO THE UK AND HOW MANY ARE LEAVING? 

The charts in this briefing paper give you some numbers on immigration. The first two charts give 

information on the number of people who arrive in the UK or leave the UK each year. 

 

1. Immigration to and emigration from the UK since 1964, in thousands 

 

This chart shows the number of people who have immigrated to the UK or emigrated from the UK each 

year since 1964. It also shows the difference between these number. This is called ‘net migration’. 

The number of immigrants to the UK is shown by the blue lines. This increased between the mid-1990s 

and mid-2000s. The number of people emigrating from the UK is shown in the red lines. This has changed 

less over time. 

The green bars show net migration. A number greater than 0 means that more people came into the UK 

than left. A number less than 0 means that more people left than came in. In the 1960s and 1970s, more 

people were leaving the UK than arriving. Things evened out in the 1980s. Since the 1990s, more people 

have been arriving than leaving. Net immigration has been higher than 200,000 in every year but one 

since 2004. 

Source, Office of National Statistics.  
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2. Net migration of UK citizens, EU citizens, and non-EU citizens since 1975, in thousands 

 

This chart shows where people moving to or from the UK are originally from. Some of them are British 

citizens, others are citizens of EU countries other than the UK, and others still are from outside the EU. 

Numbers greater than 0 mean more people are arriving than leaving. Numbers below 0 mean more 

people are leaving than arriving. The numbers show that, except for one year in the 1980s, more British 

citizens have left the UK than have come in. The opposite is true for people who are not British citizens. 

There have been more non-EU immigrants than EU immigrants every year. 

Source: Office of National Statistics  
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WHO LIVES WHERE?  

The next three charts give information on where people are living. They give information about people 

living in the UK who were born abroad and about UK citizens who live abroad. 

 

3. Where people living in the UK (in 2016) were born 

 

This chart shows the percentage of people living in the UK in 2016 who were born in the UK or in another 

EU country or outside the EU. It also shows these numbers for each part of the UK. 

86 per cent of people living in the UK were born in the UK, 5 per cent were born in another EU country 

and 9 per cent were born outside the EU. 

London is different from everywhere else. 62 per cent of the people living in London were born in the UK, 

12 per cent were born elsewhere in the EU, and 26 per cent were born outside the EU. 

Wales and the North East of England are the parts of the UK with fewest immigrants. 94 per cent of the 

people living in both areas were born in the UK. 

Source: Office of National Statistics 
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4. Which country immigrants living in the UK (in 2016) are from, in thousands 

 

 

This chart shows the number of people living in the UK in 2016 who were born in different countries. It 

shows the 20 countries with the largest communities living in the UK.  

The largest group are people from Poland. There are over 900,000 people living in the UK today who 

were born in Poland. The next largest group – over 800,000 people – come from India. 

Source: Office of National Statistics 
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5. British citizens living abroad (in 2015) 

 

 

 

These charts give information on UK citizens who live outside the UK. The UK government doesn’t collect 

this information, so these are estimates by the United Nations. The estimates are for the year 2015. 

The chart at the top of the page shows that an estimated 4.9 million British citizens live outside the UK. 

About 1.2 million of these live in EU countries. 

The second chart shows the top ten countries in which UK citizens live. The largest number of UK citizens 

– over 1.2 million – live in Australia. The most popular EU country for UK citizens is Spain. There are over 

300,000 UK citizens living in Spain. 

Source: United Nations Population Division 
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